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PREFACE

We have inherited various kinds of religious beliefs. Our
belief is mostly traditional passed from grand father to father,
father to son, grand mother to mother, mother to daughter. In a
group or community the tradition is guided by sayings of sages /
pundits. Rituals are prevalent in all religions. it is all a belief and
the fact remains the we live on belief. Every human being
believes that praying god - ie to his Ishta Deiva - removes
impediments and leads to a happy living. Even today our younger
generation do follow the riruals - But they are eager to know the
‘why’ of it. Why should we follow the rituals like applying ash or
Tilak on the forehead, pray to God with folded hands, ring bell,
offer flowers, do namaskarams. In these modern days it is a big
question in their minds, Their acceptance to follow the rituals is
based on reasoning or some kind of proof.

With this thought in the backround we feel it fit to bring out
a booklet The subject is wide and our questions on religion and
riruals are endless. This Book covers a collection of answer to
some of the queries. This is only an attempt and we do hope our
younger generation as also others will find it interesting and
useful Acknowleding the usefulness, we are glad to repring a new
edition.

After we came out with a booklet during the year 2010, we
received lot of suggestions and also suggested to give more
information on our community activities. in the present book, we
added some more Rituals and hope it may be useful to our com-
munity.

We pray to his almighty lord Sri Karpaga Vinayagar to bless all
Devotees with good health and happiness in their life.

SARVE JANAHA SUKHINO BHAVANTHU
SAN MANGALANI BAVANTHU

T.A. Ganapathi Raman
Adyar. Secretary
01-04-2014 Karpagam Gardens Sat Sangh
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RAAMA NAAMAM

Once a Guru or teacher was teaching Vishnu sahasra
naamam to a group of boys aged between 8 and 12 years.
Guru chanted the slokam

Sri Raama Raama Raamethi Rame Raame Manorame
Sahasranaama Tathulyam Raama Naama Varaanane
and told the students “if you chant Raama naamam three times,
it is equivalent to chanting the whole Vishnu Sahasranaamam or
chanting Lord’s Naamam 1000 times.” One of the boys was very
naughty and always had questions about everything the teacher
said. Immediately he asked “Guro, how can three times become
equal to 1000 times, | do not get the logic. Please explain to us
how that equation of 3 naamams =1000 naamams works”.

Guru was not only smart, but was a great devotee of
Lord Raama. In one moment, Guru knew how to explain the
validity of the unusual equation. He said: Lord Shiva says that
the name of Lord Rama is the sweetest of all the words & chanting
this name would be equivalent to chanting the whole Vishnu
Sahasranama or thousand names of Vishnu.

Here is the interesting calculation by which we can prove
that 3 times chanting of Rama naamam becomes equivalent to
1000 times chanting or chanting the whole Vishnu Sahasra
naamam.

Take the name Rama. It has two letters RA and MA. When
you take the consonants in Sanskrit alphabet, RA is the second
consonant in the group of five consonants Ya, RA, La, Va, Sha
and MAis the fifth in the group of five consonants Pa, Pha, Ba,
Bha, MA.

When you substitute the value of RA and MA as 2 and 5
RAMA is equivalent to 2x5= 10. Then,

Sri Rama Rama Rama (iti) is equivalent

({0 TN 2x5 x 2x5 x2x5= 10x10x10= 1000.

The boy was happy with the answer and started learning Vishnu
Sahasranaamam with full concentration and devotion.

Jai Shri Ram!

Sree Seetha Lakshmana Bharatha Shathrugna Hanumath Sametha
Sree Ramchandraswamine Namaha
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GAYATRI MANTRA THE MOST DIVINE PRAYER HYMN IN THE WORLD!
SAID AMERICAN SCIENTIST Dr. HOWARD STEINGERIL

Dr. Howard Steingeril, an American scientist, collected Man-
tras, Hymns and invocations

From all over the world and from all religion, tested their
strength in his Physiology Laboratory.

He concluded that the Hindus Vedic Gayatri Mantra is the
most rewarding scientifically.

That the Gayatri Mantra produced 110,000 sound waves per
second. This was the highest and found it to be the most powerful
prayer hymn in the world.

That the combination of sound and varition in the sound
waves and its particular frequency is capable of developing specific
spiritual potentialities.

The Hamburg university initiated this research into the effi-
cacy of the Gayathri Mantra both on the mental and physical plane of
CREATION....

The GAYATRI MANTRA is now being broadcast daily for 15
minutes from 7.00 p.m. onwards over Radio Paramaribo, Surinam,
South America for the past two years, and also in Amsterdam,

Holland for the last six months.

Hindus should now wake up and know their world rather
than creating new sub caste, creed and religious groups.

10



igmwas Fapsmip CFuiu Gaiamy u
SUMIIRIKEAT Fev

1. sfleme shswrambsemd smusfl sub @lemelsemsT TssuLl
LrmibLemTigenhin Gleiw Gosvomg g,

2. Umbwserilser SlST STemp, STamevsiseT eerLITesT(LaL
Searsfl sreme wremeuiled Osilg 9 &l 2 LmTaverid
CevetioTig 1G]

3. umbus»TWTS LEHETLSET LLmen Gl&lg abs GOLURSsfl
@nhs umumus Qerimhg Gsim GCasmgg).

4. & LB eflurh ey eaberm @ruinmdypsmio
sremauilid @MU pusvsmrn Qurg @LsHo Qe
CevetioTig 1G]

5.  Sn(hlomeTesmy LIGhENPSSmISET SMMIS Glsmem(h sumid 6
Yeomm S LLrsl urgmwenrd Gawlw  Gelsorigw g,
EImeTERTEEHSE Qmasmear &S QErhi&s Colsmigilg).

6. &M EmIeL TeThigeT Wip ey S 6 (PSIUmeaIsmeT
IemegleIIGSTH L GLiler @enerEhisEnseE 6lemaals
QeThés IEshs FUSSHNG aOHMGUT HLkES) GlsTiTaig)
aflCaay LmmssT Lsmgamasaflar (psSusgiasma Lnl
@ EpisERsE ThHSS Gemin Golsmgllg).

7. &GNy Sligl SH60 @HLILAITSEHT OUTSHET SLL L HIEDL
sumuiledley sevid QgeflEg Gameud Hlerafl GuThige.

8. HITSSmISEmET 66T eHLULTSAD OTEITENS  SiTameuor
SiliLesaiseT eflLmogin Gaiw Gelsvorig g,
GMMHSLGas GCnGlameaTenaismer selGleum s LITTLDLoswor

GOWLUYL Q&g bt Lpmbwsfiun Bess QSSTMSILTS

E\msELD.

11

Crmigudhd B Fgar QFan GCaiamGHi?

Qg Lpss YTIIGEELD (6T @G 6TEEM LAV bl
CamuivsEpsEn QUTHESTS  6TaTLmS SalarsHn Ogerer
Gouetor(hLd.

6TUAUT GV SIS ems LD GlEmetTip (HEGD Camuilevs Eme e
LG sTer @\gl. uPnsTsSg Camilogsfls s @& 100
sgall&lgln 2 eearg).

sTlLlg  eTerm) CasluaisEnsE Osmepsn allarssnns
QeredGuer. Lbluflear smmhs Imeusar g Hsn afsliu@id
@LmissTeTr @ Comufdssilsr sfliumsar CorGosagsr. @\
QUITEIITS 26eT(H&E RGISEGSLMDLOMET @I HISET. LMD FOSE0MHISET
MDD SLhES @I his6T STer @s6r MGl siTipllg.

Camuileseafley @ gufigomar &g &&$ln, umsdlipe
steoriedld  oHls QaramemeEGn. @g mmME Gured s65
Gumeb &lrevl ams Y Gb. WHEW Smagrear @hs
souwiLGSuiled efplmésEn. ms B sMLuSTsD 9oag
ELPELAVSTEITLD 6T6uT & mIGouLD.

PEs cyasvgrand GnsEh Gl s JFs SO
A LMSSHCut gflsn srariu@ld YHs SMhS LMHHID
umerdliigell  eTeoredl. QUITGIUTS @IhS ELPEVEVSTETID SILLDLITS
2 (HEUTGLD Ivevg hiGs Sl &s GunId leme LMD Smear
Gamuisy o (meum@Ln.

flempw Cesmilossflar £6p gsan @ns Cuufler
siludlrssdsar &6 o Gsly ssh\&6T UHSSIUL I [HSEL0
gl e18nG @gifluor?

ggigTer Gy QHEGD Ips Tanigow Iy
uetTLoL higm&el Gleuafls Glamemor(mL.

I|8I0UTeL 6TEVAVT ELPSAVSTEIT(LPLD eLpsITI 6mE(H elply GUTEED
wEED Ser SNhg GBEGD JSE SIS BHSELD.
@5 onhs eareleni 665 GEwmos @ auflurs 9|gaD
aurgelled @I g LOHMID g UNSHed @ImEE  @emmeisneur
RIS YL SEHSE @Ihs semiell Heml&@Li.

12



@5 2L Ger Qafliumod @Mm&EL Q@ sl Qr@svrmil
Comipisg O Il sEnseE Ogfiun om aillg s
Ihs Camuiledley HemL_&@EL sTern).

318 Gurs Gamifsler NrsTrSms @I LAlmHES! a6 aI(HLD
ST eTeoriedlufletT &MM) LITENS @S ST6T  9|SEOTT6L  STedr
epaSTETSMmS SOMID CuTg LG ereriedl SOHHILTMS
gl Goimhg oiueCu 2 missT o L aubg Ce@m. @hs
SMh& LHMID 6, 695 LTS ige lTemy §&58) KOG 2 L 1DLSELD
LETSNGLD 76T eLpsmenS@Ln Casmeuument s LTedl gl SmenoLdls
sTeuTTTefl.

epeusVSTETSSH0 (I llems @ sevomgpliumil QeTLihg erfibg)
Qe M&EGL IYG6uTs ns MN&SHTesSHN6E W6
aflers@ (@UGUrg Remw Camullesslsy LT jems &nn
seenTTy 9|8 QEwNSms eefl I LD mHLISNSSE 606,
3|8 IS eTaniedlenit gLl Lasitsn GEinn e GlL&eflsa6
Qawevgmsir.

I|8I6urs wESTD Clamein CuTgLd, wemfliLiy&@h GUTEILD
IiGs Qeiniuimn 9Gasn s el GGy
gnlly Q@ &Semelumil el @ IJuflgwomer ererisd
SGUSLAGmedT eLpsusuGTaITLD.

@sueisre| 91GagsLd, LT sfliy, CsTLr ailarés smflge
@ms @ 105@ 10 emled Bruser Q&g LTLRIST @FevorGL
Eraflsd 9yhs @I sT&HSmL HTHmD ThH&EL. e Gemuials
2 6TemT @IhE SMLILSITSD LOHMID THSHMeT aIHLD LTed, Sui,
ugpamilisL, Coer, shae, GmiGLoL, afld b srevorGlsoril,
Fwsemi Gumsty eTsusuaTe| ellagwnisamet C&mer(h HyUIGCaiss
QelsTID @Khe @)L BTHMD et afeswd Gl aimg).

I18i6urs soLfuflse Qe QamrarmiCaasn @hs
sTeuTlemiLl 6R6LGleUT(, HTEHLD vl lpS0EmeuorGL QlFeOaID LS.
siruyrn  (Guseomuiler Gslsse), geardl (Ysflg Gusrdle),
GRIGWLLI, (Caslmer), &Hymoy (Here) @ems Csrsg ImE
iUt Genfle massiulh CsrhsEn Sissn m Juflils

13

Gemel LOMID 9S6T Gemel Casmufledsy 2 e6rerg GUTR eTHIGLD
HeOLSSHTG].

@ms m Cem () ImbSHearme el gHd 2 erer w&lemio
s g Hsn. @ms GrGermil o I QaTar_aliseEnsE @& e
60Tl LML l9 & 6TEITMTEL 9 &laLilsuemev.

@ms eyt SLmel COBTHISESD SN 66N 2 MHIS6T
semalile) Csefl5g @I o Lemu Lsoremflunmgs, i @\rssor
Qer () 2 mgsr 2 LU Ufl&SsnTss.

@eorm opuiimd upuems 9 Glfsamail EmHhE aIHSTHID
s760T, EIymioy, glerd, Caudiiesr SoLmTpeuraied swMfl&ELD smyevorid
@5 smar. @hg SiSsh ami FTOHOHD, UM &S0 LHHID
prsss5ms E55LUESHD GG Sufisorar swmaugTT Ghs
STSSL0.

Camilnse erbusmmd Hearpn CQFarm ans @Ihs
LreflLisEnée hsels CrmuyD osmellg) @losme sTeTUSNE
@\&\SedT STy6UOTL.

GCamuilsdlsar 9iCagsid (lphgl asndlnD sTégInGUTE) LHMID
wanT Sumremer ST_(HILCUTS ST6T SS5mel SN&EL ST
Ihs sWSE sy 99Cass ereariedl mssmd Glrssiors
2 mGDSS g 9hs Cardliy 6T st Gar amLGLTS
ST SSHeMe  Jjengl Hlemremil SmiurigsT. g ILiueGu
2 BISEHSG aIhg Csmn. g Curs 9nhs NCass Henr
sTGMHEEL CgaflE@n GCurg 2 miser 2 L 1ol e ey
QLD SMTT6TOTD @\S| Sedr.

ComilsE Cum sl gemllibgin aur CeustorLmbd erer
S MIOUISNGSLD @GISTET (PSS SMTemTd b eTeoriedl. olileGiul
oy g ligerr eufiC L@Ghgl 2 misst o Lnifs Gamd sTarug)
dsl. QUTSEnSE STl Yemiln sTrsripn G)&smsr.

Bemmw  QUesTSEh&E Jmasmear GumeTm @Igw G
QTR @IH&ELD STrewd @hs She Gl @susder
QeusflGuwr mevew LTeOIigel eTeoTieBlemil euTaid) Gl&mpriEnL &n L

14



SOTEGL §58 @QHUUETS @ F(bhlHh SSH6I6. LMHISEILLD,
M grell LOHNILD UG HosssT @emsbliudomd @hiE massg
sTHSSTO 9hg 2 Corsmssr @lger eariadlenit oL Gu L
QameTEmomd. @g e Guermssst wHmId usSHiflens LMD
6TEUEUTEUMMIS@GLD ELIT(HHSILD.

560 Hmeuller (er MmEUSE THSGSWL @ eursemer
sTeaTeaTGleusIT)l S D yfleurarflseir @\sear eTevTedlETeT YIS\ HES
@&ed L@BLD sTeTUGIGTET @6t NeTerv LTuSledri. eTeueuemey GuIT
L6y 60060 SMTSHH @ (mEg Liwesrd Gawihmitlan ok e
Qrrgseafles sflearn SHAGLCUTE IKhs 2 L b0 6@
QuostTemLowimenr FedliLiLd, emells Hibwdyn e e arbhg
&sn 2 eem steusuare| GQuifiu ViTsmrSmsan snml amD @
steoriiedl Famiey Lmufler gmer @hs GCamuiledler epsusvgmsrid.

9|816urs GCasmulledlear Qsmye wLISHNEGL @QHs
uflasmsHnsE e Crre auwrtaa GETLIL 2 oGl sTme
3|8 lmaILT&Tgl.

Camuiled Ged @MEEGL SHovad Fev sowd @fligwiors wmm
@5 s sy, S @mEg ey Gus6ler s Goasus
LOmId @lewllstt STHSMD ST6T QI STSMTET SHNFSMSILLD
@ifligwions LIHMID ST UL SSHEI.

I|8I6urs Camuiled @l STEHEGWL HumLLD @levsvmosd GLTeT
smrsuord Gamuilsy CaTUTSSH 2 6Ter @Ihs SHNERIST ([ FNhs
letr SLSH gy @& Frer LHnsTasHln Sl (HéeuL
smeul_efly g @IreruLren.

I18I6urs Gamuiley ss6] eTarmiGL LWr&Sh Gaiu L e
efleguid 67607 6TEOTMMEL 6T606UT 6mem Geured GLGlsguyd Byt e
Qainyd e iy efegwid.

@ E@nndlarmy GCesmuiledlsr ssasafld o srer  Lewfl
et LTe; YSihg e oilg eelow THUGSSID GginIb
@uwnems elagid Ser. Kevew Lmsflr @mGCasmer CamuiaisE
Q6T aubGTed Lesflgenflstr 2 L0 Lol (hlLoevev. oyeeaflear LoD
ELPEMETILILD &SSLOTGLD.

15

55 saurdard @loarsargmer &L Gsmuiledle sl
Gur@ eleguid @hs eTeariedl @ LIHNSMS FTHUGSSILD
sTEITLIGIGT6DT [HILIS.

Gasmufedlsar o Csaflufley HemL&@id UeflGTSmT 981 (HIb
gissomr UMsSTEL (D @he CLeVL 6L 6 6@, oemLi
suLmT H&gain Csrhisgell (g earugl smer B

ETeY 6UTEs) @(h&EWL STy @hg ereriedl  9liieGu
o migEnHLeT GauaflGi Gsen Gosmarhld cpSsEaTiEsT LSS
UGSHS GG srer @hs Camuisy L sermegll.

16



Hindu Rirutals And Routines

Hinduism is not a religion but a way of life. Unlike other
religions, Hindu dharma has many specialities. This is not known
as a religion, it is known as Dharma; Sanaathana Dharma.
Sanaathana means, according to Bhagavath Geetha, that which
cannot be destroyed by fire, weapons, water, air, and which is
present in all living and non living beings. Dharma means, way of
life which is the ‘total of all achaaraas or customs and
rituals’.

Sanaathana Dharma has its foundation on scientific
spirituality. In the entire ancient Hindu literature, we can see that
science and spirituality are integrated. It is mentioned in the 40th
chapter of the Yajurveda known as Eesaavaasya Upanishad that
use scientific knowledge for solving problems in our life and use
the spiritual knowledge for attaining immortality through
philosophical outlook.

Remember that in each and every aachaaraas, there will be
a component of spirituality in it. Without spirituality, nothing
exists in Sanaathana Dharma. Generally everyone bears a wrong
notion that this spirituality is religion. Spirituality is different in
Hindu dharma. Here the question of religion does not arise at all,
because Hindu dharma was not created by an individual, prophet
or an incarnation. Spirituality is a part of every Hindu custom in
the normal life of a Hindu.

Aachaaraas are followed based on their merits,
available from self experience; you need not blindly follow a teacher
or someone who gives advice without reasoning. All these
aachaaraas are mentioned for the prosperity of the human beings
and it should be the prime focus for practicing the Hindu
aachaaraas.
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Achaaryaath paadam aadatthe

paadam sishya swamedhayaa

paadam sa brahmachaaribhya
paadam kaala kramena cha

This is an important advice given in smruthies. It means a
person can get only one quarter of knowledge from Achaarya -the
teacher, another quarter by analyzing self, one quarter by
discussing with others and the last quarter during the process of
living by method addition, deletion, correction, and modification
of already known aachaaraas or new aachaaraas.

Aachaaraath labhathe hi ayu;
aachaaraath dhanamakshayam
aachaaraath labhathe suprajaa;
aachaaro ahanthya lakshanam

Aachaaraas are followed for the psychological and
physiological health and long life; Aachaaraas are followed for
prosperity and wealth; Aachaaraas are followed for strong
family and social bondage and following the Aachaaraas give a
fine personality, dharmic outlook and vision, says our
dharmasaastra.

In India everyone followed Aachaaraas for the above
mentioned psychological, physiological, family relations, social
benefits and national integration based benefits. It is your right
and duty to understand scientifically, rationally and logically the
meaning of each and every Aachaaraas and follow the same in
your life systematically.

1. Why do we light a lamp?

In almost every Indian home a lamp is lit daily before the
altar of the Lord. In some houses it is lit at dawn, in some, twice
aday - at dawn and dusk - and in a few it is maintained continously
- Akhanda Deepa. All auspicious functions commence
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with the lighting of the lamp, which is often maintained right
through the occasion.

Light symbolizes knowledge, and darkness
ignorance. The Lord is the “Knowledge Principle” (Chaitanya) who
is the source, the enlivener and the illuminator of all knowledge.
Hence light is worshiped as the Lord Himself.

Knowledge removes ignorance just as light removes
darkness. Also knowledge is a lasting inner wealth by which all
other achievments can be accomplished. Hence we light the lamp
to bow down to knowledge as the greatest of all forms of wealth.

Why not light a bulb or tube light? That too would remove
darkness. But the traditional oil lamp has a further spiritual sig-
nificance. The oil or ghee in the lamp symbolizes our vaasanas or
negative tendencies and the wick, the ego. When lit by spiritual
knowledge, the vaasanas get slowly exhausted and the ego too
finally perishes. The flame of a lamp always burns
upwards. Similarly we should acquire such knowledge as to take
us towards higher ideals.

Whilst lighting the lamp we thus pray:

Deepajyothi parabrahma
Deepa sarva tamopahaha
Deepena saadhyate sarvam
Sandhyaa deepo namostute

| prostrate to the dawn/dusk lamp; whose light is the Knowl-
edge Principle (the Supreme Lord), which
removes the darkness of ignorance and by which all can be achieved
in life.

2. Why do we have a prayer room?

Most Indian homes have a prayer room or altar.
A lamp is lit and the Lord worshipped each day. Other spiritual
practices like japa - repetition of the Lord’s name, meditation,
paaraayana
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- reading of the scriptures, prayers, and devotional
singing etc are also done here. Special worship is done on auspi-
cious occasions like birthdays, anniversaries,
festivals and the like. Each member of the family - young or old -
communes with and worships the Divine here.

The Lord is the entire creation. He is therefore the true owner of
the house we live in too. The prayer room is the Master room of
the house. We are the earthly occupants of His property. This
notion rids us of false pride and possessiveness.

The ideal attitude to take is to regard the Lord as the true owner
of our homes and us as caretakers of His home. But this one is
rather a difficult we could at least think of Him as a very welcome
guest. Just as we would house an important guest in the best of
comfort, so too we felicitate the Lord’s presence in our homes by
having a prayer room or altar, which is, at all times, kept clean
and well - decorated.

Also the Lord is all pervading. To remind us that He
resides in our homes with us, we have prayer rooms. Without the
grace of the Lord, no task can be successfully or easily accom-
plished. We invoke His grace by communing with Him in the prayer
room each day and on special occasions.

Each room in a house is dedicated to a specific function like the
bedroom for resting, the drawing room to receive guests, the
kitchen for cooking etc. The furniture, decor and the atmosphere
of each room are made conducive to the purpose it serves. So too
for the purpose of meditation, worship and prayer, we should have
a conducive atmosphere - hence the need for a prayer room.

Sacred thoughts and sound vibrations pervade the place and
influence the minds of those who spend time there. Spiritual
thoughts and vibrations accumulated through regular meditation,
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worship and chanting done there pervade the prayer room. Even
when we are tired or agitated, by just sitting in the prayer room
for a while, we feel calm, rejuvenated and spiritually uplifted.

3. why do we do Namaste?

Indians greet each other with namaste. The two palms are
placed together in front of the chest and the head bows whilst
saying the word namaste. This greeting is for all - people younger
than us, of our own age, those older than us friends, even
strangers.

There are five forms of formal traditional greeting enjoined
in the shaastras of which namaskaram is one. This is
understood as prostration but it actually refers to paying
homage as we do today when we greet each other with a namaste.

Namaste could be just a casual or formal greeting, a cultural
convention or an act of worship. However there is much more to
it than meets the eye. In Sanskrit namah + te = namaste. It means
-l bow to you - my greetings, salutations or
prostration to you. Namaha can also be literally interpreted as
“nama” (not mine). It has a spiritual significance of negating or
reducing one’s ego in the presence of another.

The real meeting between people is the meeting of their
minds. When we greet another, we do so with namaste, which
means, “may our minds meet,” indicated by the folded palms
placed before the chest. The bowing down of the head is a
gracious form of extending friendship in love and humility

The spiritual meaning is even deeper. The life force, the
divinity, the Self or the Lord in me is the same in all.
Recognizing this oneness with the meeting of the palms, we
salute with head bowed, the Divinity in the person we meet. That
is why sometimes, we close our eyes as we do namaste to a re-
vered
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person or/ to the Lord - as if to look within. The gesture is
often accompanied by words like “Ram Ram”, “Jai Shri
Krishna”, “Namo Narayana”, “Jai Siya Ram”, “Om Shanti”
etc - indicating the recognition of this divinity.

When we know this significance, our greeting does not re-
main just a superficial gesture or word but paves the way for
a deeper communion with another in an atmosphere of love
and respect.

4. Why do we prostrate before parents and elders?

Indians prostrate before their parents, elders,
teachers and noble souls by touching their feet. The elder in
turn blesses us by placing his or her hand on or over our heads.
Prostration is done daily, when we meet elders and particularly
on important occasions like the beginning of a new task, birth-
days, festivals etc. In certain traditional circles, prostration
is accompanied by abhivaadana, which serves to introduce
one-self, by his name and announce one’s family and social
stature.

Man stands on his feet. Touching the feet in prostration is a
sign of respect for the age, maturity, nobility and divinity that
our elders personify. It symbolizes our recognition of their
selfless love for us and the sacrifices they have done for our
welfare. It is a way of humbly acknowledging the greatness of
another. This tradition reflects the strong family ties, which
has been one of India’s enduring strengths.

The good wishes (Sankalpa) and blessings (aashirvaada) of
elders are highly valued in India. We prostrate to seek them.
Good thoughts create positive vibrations. Good wishes
springing from a heart full of love, divinity and nobility have a
tremendous strength. When we prostrate with humility and
respect, we invoke the good wishes and blessings of elders,
which flow in the form of positive energy to envelop us. This
is why the posture
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assumed whether it is in the standing or prone
position, enables the entire body to receive the
energy thus received.

The different forms of showing respect are :

Pratuthana : Rising to welcome a person.
Namaskaara : Paying homage in the form of
namaste
Upasangraha : Touching the feet of elders or
teachers.
Shaashtaanga : Prostrating fully with the feet,
knees, stomach, chest, fore
head and arms touching the
ground in front of the elder.
Pratyabivaadana : Returning a greeting.

Rules are prescribed in our scriptures as to who should
prostrate to whom. Wealth, family name, age, moral strength
and spiritual knowledge in ascending order of importance quali-
fied men to receive respect. This is why a king though the
ruler of the land, would prostrate before a spiritual master.
Epics like the Ramayana and Mahabharata have many stories
highlighting this aspect.

5. Why do we wear marks (tilak, pottu and the
like) "on the forehead?

The tilak or pottu invokes a feeling of sanctity in the
wearer and others. It is recognized as a religious mark. Its
form and colour vary according to one’s caste, religious sect
or the form of the Lord worshipped.

In earlier times, the four castes (based on varna or
colour) - Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaishya and
Sudra - applied marks differently. The brahmin
applied a white chandan mark signifying purity, as his
profession was of a priestly or academic nature. The kshatriya
applied a red kumkum mark signifying valour as he belonged
to warrior races. The vaishya wore a yellow kesar
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or turmeric mark signifying prosperity as he was a
businessman or trader devoted to creation of wealth. The sudra
applied a black bhasma, kasturi or charcoal mark signifying
service as he supported the work of the other three divisions.

Also Vishnu worshippers apply a chandran tilak of the
shape of “U,” Shiva worshippers a tripundra of bhasma, Devi
worshipppers a red dot of kumkum and the like.

The tilak covers the spot between the eyebrows, which
is the seat of memory and thinking. It is known as the Aajna
Chakra in the language of Yoga.The tilak is applied with the
prayer -”May | remember the Lord. May this pious feeling
pervade all my activities. May | be righteous in my deeds.”
Even when we temporarily forget this prayerful attitude the
mark on another reminds us of our resolve. The tilak is thus a
blessing of the Lord and a protection against wrong
tendencies and forces.

The entire body emanates energy in the form of
electromagnetic waves - the forehead and the subtle spot
between the eyebrows especially so. That is why worry
generates heat and causes a headache. The tilak and pottu
cools the forehead, protects us and prevents energy loss.
Sometimes the entire forehead is covered with chandan or
bhasma. Using plastic reusable “stick bindis” is not very
beneficial, even though it serves the purpose of decoration.

6. Why do we not touch papers, books and
people with the feet?

To Indians, knowledge is sacred and divine. So it must
be given respect at all times. Nowadays we separate subjects
as sacred and secular. But in ancient India every subject
academic or spiritual - was considered divine and taught by
the guru in the gurukula.
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The custom of not stepping on educational tools is a
frequent reminder of the high position accorded to
knowledge in Indian culture. From an early age, this wisdom
fosters in us a deep reverence for books and education. This
is also the reason why we worship books, vehicles and
instruments once a year on Saraswathi Pooja or Ayudha Pooja
day, dedicated to the Goddess of Learning. In fact, each day
before starting our studies,we pray:

Saraswati namasthubhyam
Varade kaama roopini
Vidyaarambham karishyaami
Siddhirbhavatu me sadaa

0 Goddess Saraswati, the giver of
Boons and fulfiller of wishes,
| prostrate to You before
starting my studies.
May you always fulfull me!

7. To touch another with the feet is
consideredan act of misdemeanor. Why is this so?

Man is regarded as the most beautiful, living breathing
temple of the Lord! Therefore touching another with the feet
is akin to disrespecting the divinity within him or her. This
calls for an immediate apology, which is offered with
reverence and humility.

8. Why do we apply the holy ash?

The ash of any burnt object is not regarded as holy ash, Bhasma
(the holy ash) is the ash from the homa (sacrificial fire) where
special wood along with ghee and other herbs is offered as
worship of the Lord. Or the deity is worshipped by pouring ash
as abhisheka and is then distributed as bhasma.
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Bhasma is generally applied on the forehead. Some
apply it on certain parts of the body like the upper arms, chest
etc. Some ascetics rub it all over the body. Many consume a
pinch of it each time they receive it.

The word bhasma means, “that by which our sins are
destroyed and the Lord is remembered.” Bha implied
bhartsanam (“to destroy”) and sma implies smaranam (“to
remember”). The application of bhasma therefore signifies
destruction of the evil and remembrance of the divine. Bhasma
is called vibhuti (which means “glory”) as it gives glory to one
who applies it and raksha (which means a source of
protection) as it protects the wearer from ill health and evil,
by purifying him or her.

Homa (offering of oblations into the fire with sacred
chants) signifies the offering or surrender of the ego and ego-
centric desires into the flame of knowledge for a noble and
selfless cause. The consequent ash signifies the purity of the
mind, which results from such actions.

Also the fire of knowledge burns the oblation, of wood
signifying ignorance and inertia respectively. The ash we
apply indicates that we have burnt false identification with
the body and become free of the limitations of birth and death.
This is not to be misconstrued as a morose reminder of death
but a powerful pointer towards the fact that time and tide
wait for none.

Bhasma is specially associated with Lord Shiva who
applies it all over His body. Shiva devotees apply bhasma as a
tripundra. When applied with a red spot at the center, the
mark symbolizes Shiva-Shakti (the unity of energy and matter
that creates the entire seen and unseen universe).
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Tryambakam yajaamahe
Sugandhim pushtivardhanam
Urvaa rukamiva bhandhanaan
Mrytyor muksheeyamaamrutaat

“We worship the three-eyed Lord Shiva who
nourishes and spreads fragrance in our lives. May He free us
from the shackles of sorrow, change and death - effortlessly,
like the fall of a ripe cucumber from its stem.”

9. Why do we offer food to the Lord before
eating it?

Indians make an offering of food to the Lord and later
partake it as prasaada - a holy gift from the Lord. In our daily
ritualistic worship (pooja) too we offer naivedyam (food) to
the Lord.

The Lord is omnipotent and omniscient. Man is a part,
while the Lord is the totality. All that we do is by His strength
and knowledge alone. Hence what we receive in life as a result
of our actions is really His alone. We acknowledge this through
the act of offering food to Him. This is exemplified by the
Hindi words “tera tujko arpan” - | offer what is Yours to You.
Thereafter it is akin to His gift to us, graced by His divine
touch.

Knowing this, our entire attitude to food and the act of
eating change. The food offered will naturally be pure and the
best. We share what we get with others before consuming it.
We do not demand, complain or criticise the quality of the
food we get. We eat it with cheerful acceptance (prasaada
buddhi).

Before we partake of our daily meals we first sprinkle
water around the plate as an act of purification. Five morsels
of food are placed on the side of the plate acknowledging the
debt owed by us to the Divine forces (devta runa) for their
benign grace and protection, our ancestors (pitru runa) for
giving us their
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lineage and a family culture, the sages (rishi runa) as our reli-
gion and culture, maintained and handed down to us by them,
have been “realised”. Our fellow beings (manushya runa) who
constitute society without the support of which we can not live
as we do and other living beings (bhuta runa) for serving us
selflessly.

Thereafter the Lord, the life force, who is also within us as
the five life-giving physiological functions, is offered the food.
This is done with the chant

praanaaya swaahaa,
apaanaaya swaahaa,
vyaanaaya swaahaa,
udanaaya swaahaa,
samaanaaya swaahaa,
brahmane swaahaa

After offering the food thus, it is eaten as prasaada -blessed
food.

10. Why do we fast?

Most devout Indians fast regularly or on special
occasions like festivals. On such days they do not eat at all,
eat once or make do with fruits or a special diet of simple
food.

Fasting in Sanskrit is called upavaasa. Upa means “near” +
vaasa means “to stay”. Upavaasa therefore means staying
near (the Lord), meaning the attainment of close mental prox-
imity with the Lord. Then what has upavaasa to do with food?

A lot of our time and energy is spent in procuring food items,
preparing, cooking, eating and digesting food. Certain food
types make our minds dull and agitated. Hence on certain days
man decides to save time and conserve his energy by eating
either simple, light food or totally abstaining from eating so
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that his mind becomes alert and pure. The mind,
otherwise preoccupied by the thought of food, now entertains
noble thoughts and stays with the Lord. Since it is a self-im-
posed form of discipline it is usually adhered to with joy

Also every system needs a break and an overhaul to work
at its best. Rest and a change of diet during fasting is very
good for the digestive system and the entire body.

The more you indulge in the senses, the more they make
their demands. Fasting helps us to cultivate control over our
senses, sublimate our desires and guide our minds to be poised
and at peace.

Fasting should not.make us weak, irritable or creat an
urge to indulge later. This happens when there is no noble goal
behind fasting.

The Bhagavad - Gita urges us to eat appropriately -
neither too less nor too much - yukta « aahaara and to eat
simple, pure and healthy food (a saatvik diet) even when not
fasting.

11. Why do we do pradakshina (circumambulate)?

We cannot draw a circle without a centre point. The Lord is
the centre, source and essence of our lives. Recognizing Him
as the focal point in our lives, we go about doing our daily
chores. This is the significance of pradakshina.

Also every point on the circumference of a circle is
equidistant from the centre. This means that
wherever or whomsoever we may be, we are equally close to
the Lord. His grace flows towards us without partiality.

12. Why is pradakshina done only in a clockwise
manner?

The reason is not, as a person said, to avoid a traffic
jam! As we do pradakshina, the Lord is always on our right. In
India
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the right side symbolizes auspiciousness. So as we
circumambulate the sanctum sanctorum we remind
ourselves to lead an auspicious life of rightenousness, with
the Lord who is the indispensable source of help and strength,
as our guide the “right hand”.

Indian scriptures enjoin - matrudevo bhava, pitrudevo
bhava, acharyadevo bhava. May | workship my Mother as God.
May | workship my Father as God. May | workship my Guru
(Teacher) as God. With this in mind we do pradakshina around
our parents and also divine personages.

After the completion of traditional worship (pooja), we
customarily do pradakshina around ourselves. In this way we
recognize and remember the supreme divinity within us, which
alone is idolized in the form of the Lord that we worship out-
side.

13. Why do we regard trees and plants as
sacred?

The Lord, the life in us, pervades all living beings, be they
plants or animals.Hence, they are all regarded as sacred. Hu-
man life on earth depends on plants and trees. They give us
the vital factors that make life possible on earth: food, oxy-
gen, clothing, shelter, medicines etc.

Hence, in India, we are taught to regard trees and plants as
sacred. Indians scriptures tell us to plant ten trees, if for any
reason, we have to cut one. We are advised to use parts of
trees and plants only as much as are needed for food, fuel,
shelter etc. we are also urged to apologies to a plant or tree
before cutting it to avoid incurring a specific sin named soona.

Certain trees and plants like tulasi, peepal etc., which have
tremendous beneficial qualities, are worshipped till today. It
is believed that divine beings manifest as trees and plants,
and many people worship them to fulfill their desires or to
please the Lord.
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14. Why do we ring the bell in a temple?

Is it to wake up the Lord? But the Lord never sleeps! Is it
to let the Lord know we have come? He does not need to be
told, as He is all knowing. Is it a form of seeking permission
to enter His precinct? It is a homecoming and therefore entry
needs no permission. The Lord welcomes us at all times. Then
why do we ring the bell?

The ringing of the bell produces what is regarded as an
auspicious sound. It produces the sound Om, the universal
name of the Lord. There should be auspiciousness within and
without, to gain the vision of the Lord who is all-auspicious-
ness.

Even while doing the ritualistic aarati, we ring the bell.
It is sometimes accompanied by the auspicious sounds of the
conch and other musical instruments. An added significance
of ringing the bell, conch and other instruments is that they
help to drown any inauspicious or irrelevant noises and
comments that might disturb or distract the worshippers in
their devotional ardour, concentration and inner peace.

As we start the daily ritualistic worship (pooja) we ring the
bell, chanting:

Aagamaarthamtu devaanaam
gamanaarthamtu rakashasaam
Kuru gantaaravam tatra
devataahvaana karanam

I ring this bell indicating
the invocation of divinity;
Let virtuous and noble forces
enter (my home and heart);
Let the demonic and evil forces
from within and wihout, depart.
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15. Why do we worship the kalasha?

First of all what is a kalasha? A brass, mud or copper pot
filled with water. Mango leaves are placed on the mouth of the
pot and a coconut is placed over it. A red or white thread is
tied around its neck or sometimes all around it in an intricate
diamond-shaped pattern. The pot may be decorated with de-
signs. Such a pot is known as a kalasha.

When the pot is filled with water or rice, it is known as
purnakumbha representing the inert body which when filled
with the divine life force, gains the power to do all the won-
derful things that make life what it is.

A kalasha is placed with due rituals on a ll-important oc-
casions like the traditional house warming (grihapravesa), wed-
ding, daily worship etc. It is placed near the entrance as a sign
of welcome. It is also used in a traditional manner to receive
holy personages. Why do we worship the kalasha Before the
creation came into being, Lord Vishnu was reclining on His
snake-bed in the milky ocean. From His navel emerged a lotus
from which appeared Lord Brahma, the creator, who thereaf-
ter created this world.

The water in the kalasha symbolizes the primordial wa-
ter from which the entire creation emerged. It is the giver of
life to all and has the potential of creating innumerable names
and forms, the inert objects and the sentiment beings and all
that is auspicious in the world from the energy behind the
universe. The leaves and coconut represent creation.

The thread represents the love that “binds” all in cre-
ation. The kalasha is therefore considered auspicious and wor-
shipped. The waters from all the holy rivers, the knowledge of
all the Vedas and the blessings of all the deities are invoked in
the kalasha and its water is thereafter used for all rituals,
including the abhisheka.
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The consecration (kumbhaabhisheka) of a temple is done in a
grand manner with elaborate rituals including the pouring of
one or more kalashas of holy water on the top of the temple.
When the asuras and devas churned the milky cean, the Lord
appeared bearing the pot of nectar, which blesses one with
everlasting life (immortality).

Thus the kalasha also symbolizes immortality. Men of
wisdom are full and complete as they identify themselves with
the infinite Truth (poornatvam). They brim with joy, love and
respect all that is auspicious. We greet them with a
purnakumbha (“full pot”) acknowledging their greatness and
as a sign of respectful and reverential welcome, with a “full
heart”.

16. Why do we consider the lotus as special?

The lotus is the symbol of truth, auspiciousness and
beauty (satyam, shivam, sundaram). The Lord is also of that
nature and therefore, His various aspects are compared to a
lotus (i.e. lotus-eyes, lotus feet, lotus hands, the lotus of the
heart etc.).

The lotus blooms with the rising sun and closes at night.
Similarly, our minds open up and expand with the light of knowl-
edge. The lotus grows even in slushy areas. It remains beauti-
ful and untainted despite its surroundings, reminding us that
we too can and should strive to remain pure and beautiful
within, under all circumstances.

The lotus leaf never gets wet even though it is always in
water. It symbolizes the man of wisdom (gyaani) who remains
ever joyous, unaffected by the world of sorrow and change.
This is revealed in a shloka from the Bhagwad-Geeta:

Brahmanyaadhaaya karmaani

Sangam tyaktvaa karoti yaha

Lipyate na sa paapena padma
patram ivaambhasaa
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He who does actions, offering them to Brahman
(the Supreme), abandoning attachment, is not tainted by sin,
just as a lotus leaf remains unaffected by the water on which
it is.

From this, we learn that what is natural to the man of
wisdom becomes a discipline to be practiced by all saadhakas
or spiritual seekers and devotees. Our bodies have certain
energy centres described in the Yoga Shaastras as chakras.

Each one Chakra is associated with lotus that has a
certain number of petals. For example, a lotus with a thou-
sand petals represents the Sahasra chakra at the top of the
head, which opens when the yogi attains Godhood or
Realisation. Also, the lotus posture (padmaasana) is recom-
mended when one sits for meditation. A lotus emerged from
the navel of Lord Vishnu. Lord Brahma originated from it to
create the world. Hence, the lotus symbolizes the link between
the creator and the supreme Cause.

It also symbolizes Brahmaloka, the abode of Lord Brahma.
The auspicious sign of the swastika is said to have been evolved
from the lotus.

17. Why do we worship tulasi?

In Sanskrit, tulanaa naasti athaiva tulasi - that which is
incomparable (in its qualities) is the tulasi

For Indians it is one of the most sacred plants. In fact it
is known to be the only thing used in worship, which, though
once used, can be washed and reused in pooja - as it is
regarded so self-purifying.

As one story goes, Tulasi was the devoted wife of
Shankhachuda, a celestial being. She believed that Lord Krishna
tricked her into sinning. So she cursed Him to become a stone
(shaaligraama). Seeing her devotion and adherence to
righteousness, the Lord blessed her saying that she would
become the worshipped plant, tulasi that would adorn His head.



Also that all offerings would be incomplete without the offer
of tulasi leaf - hence the worship of tulasi.

She also symbolises Goddess Lakshmi, the consort of Lord
Vishnu. Those who wish to be righteous and have a happy fam-
ily life worship the tulasi.

Tulasi is married to the Lord with all pomp and show as in any
wedding. This is because according to another legend, the Lord
blessed her to be His consort.

Satyabhama once weighed Lord Krishna against all her legend-
ary wealth. The scales did not balance till a single tulasi leaf
was placed along with th wealth on the scale by Rukmini with
devotion.

Thus the tulasi played the vital role of demonstrating to the
world that even an object of insignificant value offered with
devotion, means more to the Lord than all the wealth in the
world.

The tulasi leaf has great medicinal value and is used to cure
various ailments, including the common cold.

Yanmule sarvatirthaani
Yadagre sarvadevataa
Yanmadhye sarvavedaascha
Tulasi tam namaamyaham

| bow down to the Tulasi, At whose base are all the holy
places, At whose top reside all the deities and in whose middle
are all the Vedas.

18. Why do we blow the conch?

When the conch is blown, the primordial sound of Om
emanates. Om is the auspicious sound that emanated from
the Lord before creating the world. It represents the world and
the Truth behind it.
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As the story goes, the demon Shankhaasura defeated devas,
and went to the bottom of the ocean with the Vedas . The
devas appealed to Lord Vishnu for help. He incarnated as
Matsya Avataara o the “fish incarnation” and killed
Shankhaasura. The Lord blew the conch-shaped bone of his
ear and head. The Om sound emanated, from which emerged
the Vedas. All knowledge enshrined in the Vedas is an
elaboration of Om.

The conch is known as shankha after Shankaasura. The
conch blown by the Lord is called Paanchajanya. He carries it
at all times in one of His four hands.

It represents dharma or righteousness that is one of the
four goals (purushaarthas) of life. The sound of the conch is
thus also the victory call of good over evil.

Another well-known purpose of blowing the conch and
musical instruments, known traditionally to produce
auspicious sounds is to drown or mask negative comments or
noises that may disturb or upset the atmosphere or the minds
of worshippers.

Ancient India lived in her villages. Each village was presided
over by a primary temple and several small ones. During the
aarati performed after all-important poojas and on sacred
occasions, the conch used to be blown. Since villages were
generally small, the sound of the conch would be heard all over
the village. People who could not make it to the temple were
reminded to stop whatever they were doing, at least for a few
seconds, and mentally bow to the Lord, The conch sound served
to briefly elevate people’s minds to a prayerful attitude even
in the middle of their busy daily routine.

The conch is placed at the altar in temples and homes next to
the Lord as a symbol of Naada Brahma (Truth), the Vedas,
Om, dharma, victory and auspiciousness. It is often used to
offer devotees thirtha (sanctified water) to raise their minds
to the highest Truth. It is worshipped with the following verse.
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Twam puraa saagorot panno
Vishnunaa vidhrutahkare
Devaischa Poojithaha sarvcihi
Panchajanya namostu te

Salutations to Panchajanya
the conch born of the ocean
Held in the top left hand of Lord Vishnu
and worshipped by all devaas

19. Why do we say shaanti thrice?

Shaanti, meaning “peace”, is a natural state of being.
Disturbances are created either by others or us. For example,
peace already exists in a place until someone makes noise.

Therefore, peace underlies all our agitations. When agi-
tations end, peace is naturally experienced since it was al-
ready there. Where there is peace, there is happiness. There-
fore, every one without
exception desires peace in his/her life.

However, peace within or without seems very hard to
attain because it is covered by our own agitations. Arare few
manage to remain peaceful within even in the midst ofexternal
agitations and troubles. To invoke peace, we chant prayers.
By chanting prayers, troubles are forgotten and peace is
experienced internally, irrespective of the external distur-
bances. All such prayers end by chanting shaanti thrice.

It is believed that trivaram satyam e that which is
spoken thice comes true. For emphasizing a point we repeat a
thing thrice. In the court of law also, one who takes the
witness stand says, “I shall speak the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth”.

We chant shaanti thrice to emphasise our intense desire
for peace. All obstacles, problems and sorrows originate from
three sources.
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Aadhidaivika : The unseen divine forces over which we have
little or no control like earthquakes, floods, volcanic eruptions
etc. .

Aadhibhautika : The known factors around us like acci-
dents, human contacts, pollution, crime etc.

Aadhyaatmika : Those factors that emerge from evil
desires.

We sincerely pray to the Lord that at least while we un-
dertake special tasks or even in our daily lives, there shall be
no problems or that, problems are minimised from the three
sources mentioned about above.

May peace alone prevail. Hence shaanti is chanted thrice.

It is chanted aloud the first time, addressing the unseen
forces. It is chanted softer the second time, directed to our
immediate surroundings and those around, and softest the last
time as it is addressed to oneself.

20. Why do we offer a coconut?

In India one of the most common offerings in a temple is
a coconut. It is also offered on occasions like weddings, festi-
vals, the use of a new vehicle, bridge, house etc. It is offered
in the sacrificial fire whilst performing homo. The coconut is
broken and placed before the Lord. It is later distributed as
prasaada.

The fibre covering of the dried coconut is removed ex-
cept the tuft on the top. The marks on the coconut make it
look like the head of a human being. The coconut is broken,
symbolising the breaking of the ego. The juice within, rep
resenting the inner tendencies (vaasanas) is offered along with
the white kernel -the mind, to the Lord.

A mind thus purified by the touch of the Lord is used as
prasaada (a holy gift). In the traditional abhishekha ritual done
in all temples and many homes, several materials like milk,
curd, honey, tender coconut water, sandal paste, holy ash are
poured
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over the Deity. Each material has a specific
significance of bestowing certain benefits on
worshippers. Tender coconut water is used in abhisheka
rituals since it is believed to bestow spiritual growth on the
seeker.

The coconut also symbolises selfless service.
Every part of the tree - the trunk, leaves, fruit, coir etc. is
used in innumerable ways like thatches, mats, tasty dishes,
oil, soap etc. It takes in even salty water from the earth and
converts it into sweet nutritive water that is especially ben-
eficial to sick people. It is used in the preparation of many
ayurvedic medicines and other alternative medicinal systems.

The marks of the coconut are thought to
represent the three-eyed Lord Shiva and therefore it is con-
sidered to be a means to fulfill our desires.

21. Why do we chant Om?

Om is one of the most chanted sound symbols in India, it
has a profound effect on the body and mind of the one who
chants and also on the surroundings. Most mantras and vedic
prayers start and end with Om.

All auspicious actions begins with Om. It is even used as
a greeting - Om, Hari Om etc. It is repeated as a mantra to be
meditated upon. Its form is worshipped, contemplated upon
or used as an auspicious sign.

Om is the universal name of the Lord. It is made up of
the letters A (phonetically as in “around”), U (phonetically as
in “put”) and M (phonetically as in “mum”). The sound emerg-
ing from the vocal chords starts from the base of the throat
as “A”. With the coming together of the lips, “U” is formed
and when the lips are closed, all sounds end in “M”.

Each of the three letters symbolizes one of the three
states (waking, dream and deep sleep), the three deities
(Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva), the three Vedas (Rig, Yajur and
Sama) the
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three worlds (Bhuh, Bhuvah, Suvah) etc. The Lord is all these
and beyond.

The formless, attributeless Lord (Brahman) is
represented by the silence between two Om Chants. Om is
also called pranava that means, “that (symbol or sound) by
which the Lord is praised”. The entire essence of the Vedas is
enshrined in the word Om. It is said that the Lord started
creating the world after chanting Om. Hence its sound is con-
sidered to create an auspicious beginning for any task that we
undertake. The Om chanting has the resounding sound of a
bell (aacoommm).

Om is written in different ways in different places. The
most common form symbolizes Lord Ganesha’s. The upper
curve is the head; the lower large one, the stomach; the side
one, the trunk; and the semi-circular mark with the dot, the
sweetmeat ball (modaka) in Lord Ganesha’s hand. Thus Om
symbolizes everything - the means and the goal of life, the
world and the Truth behind it, the material and the Sacred, all
form and the formless.

22. Why do we perform Aarati?

Towards the end of every ritualistic worship (pooja or bhajan)
of the Lord or to welcome an honoured guest or saint, we
perform aarati. This is always accompanied by the ringing of
the bell and sometimes by singing, playing musical instruments
or clapping.

It is one of the sixteen steps (shodasha upachaara) of the
pooja ritual. It is referred to as the lighted lamp in the right
hand, which we wave in a clockwise circling movement cover-
ing the entire form of the Lord.

Each part is revealed individually thus revealing the entire
form of the Lord. As the light is waved we either do mental or
loud chanting of prayers or simply behold the beautiful form
of the Lord, illumined by the lamp. At the end of the aarati we
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place our hands over the flame and then gently touch our eyes
and the top of the head.

We have seen and participated in this ritual from our
childhood. Let us find out why we do the aarati?

Having worshipped the Lord of love - performing abhisheka,
decorating the image and offering fruits and delicacies, we
see the beauty of the Lord in all His glory. Our minds are fo-
cused on each limb of the Lord as the lamp lights it up. It is
akin to silent open-eyed meditation on His beauty. The sing-
ing, clapping, ringing of the bell etc. denote the joy and aus-
piciousness, which accompany the vision of the Lord.

Aarati is often performed with camphor. This holds a telling
spiritual significance. Camphor when lit, burns itself out com-
pletely without leaving any trace of it. It represents our inher-
ent tendencies (vaasanas). When lit by the fire of knowledge
which illumines the Lord (Truth), our vaasanas thereafter burn
themselves out completely, not leaving any trace of ego which
creates in us a sense of individuality that keeps us separate
from the Lord and the rest.

Also while camphor burns to reveal the glory of Lord, it emits
a pleasant perfume even while it sacrifices itself. In our spiri-
tual progress, even as we serve the guru and society, we should
willingly sacrifice ourselves and all that we have, to spread
the “perfume” of love to all. We often wait a long time to see
the illumined Lord but when the aarati is actually performed,
our eyes automatically close to look within. This is to signify
that each of us is a temple of the Lord where He is seated at
the heart.

Just as the priest reveals the form of the Lord clearly with the
aarati flame, so too the guru reveals to us the divinity within
each of us with the help of the “flame” of knowledge (or the
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light of spiritual knowledge). At the end of the aarati, we place
our hands over the flame and then touch our eyes and the top
of the head. It means - may the light that illuminates the Lord
light up my vision; may my vision be divine and my thoughts
noble and beautiful. ,

The philosophical meaning of aarati extends further. The
sun, moon, stars, lightning and fire are the natural sources of
light. The Lord is the source of this wonderous phenomemon
of the universe. It is due to Him alone that all else exist and
shine. As we look at the Lord with the flame of the aarati, we
turn our attention to the very source of all light, which sym-
bolizes knowledge and life.

Also the sun is the presiding deity of th intellect, the
moon, that of the mind, and fire, that of speech. The Lord is
the supreme consciousness that illuminates all of them. With-
out Him, the intellect cannot think, nor can the mind feel nor
the tongue speaks.The Lord is beyond the mind, intellect and
speech. How can these finite equipments illuminate the Lord?
Therefore, as we perform the aarati we chant;

Na tatra suryo bhaati, na chandra taarakam,
Nemaa vidyuto bhaanti kutoyamagnihi.
Tameva bhaantam anubhaati sarvam
Tasya bhasa sarvam idam vibhaati

The sun does not shine,
Nor the moon, stars and lightning.
Then what to talk of this fire

Everything (in the universe) shines only because of the
Lord, And by His light alone are all illumined.

(Source Swarm Chinmayananda’s works)
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15 Things you can start doing to day to be Happie
1. Gratitude

Appreciate what you have and value it. Try counting your
positives and be grateful for all the good things and people in your
life. Stop complaining and be thankful for what you already have and
you’ll soon start feeling happy .yer

2. Stop Labeling

Stop labeling those things, people or events that you don’t
understand as being weird or different and try opening your mind,
little by little. Minds only work when open.

3. Optimism

Treat failure as an opportuntiy to learn a new and better
lesson from life, and that’s the trick to manufacture optimism in life.
Never give up trying because that’s an indication that something
better is in store. Once you start harbouring an optimistic attitude
towards life, success will automatically follow.

4. Release That Past

The past you are now longing for - the past that you are now
dreaming about - was ignored by you when it was present. Stop deluding
yourself. Have a clear vision for the future, prepare yourself, but
always be present in the now . Work on this by practicing with
simple tasks every day. For example, when you cut the grass, just
think about the grass and nothing else. when you’re washing the
dishing, immerse your full presence in dish washing . Eventually, your
life will revolve around your day today not yesterday.

5. Avoid comparison

Nothing is as awful as comparing yourself to someone else.
If you think you’re better that the other person, you’re letting yourself
regale in an unhealthy sense of superiority. If you demean yourself in
front of others, it means all your hard work and progress has been in
vain. While social comparisons are unhealthy, self-improvement is
effective.

6. Kindness

There’s a scientific reason behind every act of kindness that
you do . Helping someone selflessly releases serotonin in your brain
(Serotonin is the hormone that controls your mood) and hence makes
you feel good about yourself almost instantly. Try doing one act of
kindness everday to flush out the toxins of depression from your
system.

52



7. Stop Using Excuses

Send them packing and tell them they’re fired you no longer
need them. A lot of times we limit ourselves because of the many
excuses we use. Instead of growing and working on improving ourselves
and our lives, we get stuck, lying to ourselves, using all kind of
excuses - excuses that most of the time are not even real . We
sabotage ourselves beyond belief. If you find yourself making excuses,
ask yourself why you are creating the excuse in the first place?

8. Nurture Relationships

Relationships keep us ailve and kicking. In fact, according to
research studies loneliness doubles people’s mortality rates. A circle
of good friends, loving family members and cheerful colleagues are a
reminder that you have people who care about you. There’s nothing
like having someone who you can share your experiences with. so
nurture these relationships and say goodbye to a lonesome existence.

9. Forgiveness

Hatred is a negative feeling and harbouring it will have nothing
but negative effects on your well - being . Stop thinking about the
hateful emotion/person and let it go. Forgive if needed, take things
lightly and let it not affect your system.

10. Avoid Impressing Others

Success may have nothing to do with how much money you
have or how many cars you have, but how you choose to live of
abundance which comes in many forms, many of which have nothing
to do with material things. The moment you stop trying so hard to be
something that you’re not, the moment you take off your masks. the
moment you accept and embrace the real you, you will find people
will be drawn to you, effortlessly.

11. Commit To Your Goals

If you have a goal , work towards it. Anything is achievable if
you put your heart into it. Wholehearted dedication and diligence
can bring extraordinary results and consequentially add to your
happiness. it is very easy to lose vision for what we truly want in life,
but it is your dedication towards your goals above and beyond all
obstacles that will make the difference.
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12. Care For Your body

Love yourself and love your body! your physical condition
has a direct connection with your well - being. A fit body and healthy
mind is reflective of happiness, Start working towards the health of
your physical, mental and emotiomal energy by caring for your body.

13. Believe

Connect to a higher power. you’re probably already doing
this with or without knowing. Just a quick meditation or prayer is
easy . If you have the time, join a local prayer group, visit a meditation
center, or simply spend some time alone in nature. People who believe
in a deity are generally happier than those who don’t. Sometimes all
you need to be happier is a little faith!

14. Dream

Imagination fires motivation. Create a dream board and dream
up something new you wish to experience. It could be finding a new
lover, climbing a mountain, learning calligraphy, or going back to
college. Dreams motivate, inspire and expand our sense of self. They
also make us happy because they give our lives a sense of purpose.
Happy people usually love what what they do, and if they don’t, they
love who they are. Dreams remind us who we are.

15. Give

Cultivate a habit of sharing with others - your money,
knowledge, service, wisdom, care, love . Find a person who shares a
lot with others, and you will find a happy person. In giving, you always
receive more. Not only do you get pleasure from giving, you give
someone else pleasure. Giving has many unexpected benefits from
attracting more happiness into your life, to inspiring others, and
changing the lives of those you touch, In the end the whole world is
made into a better place, Ask, ‘’how can | serve?” Pay it forward .
Give freely.



reason why, men are not allowed to wear shirts to the temple and
ladies have to wear more ornaments because it is through these
jewels (metal) that positive energy is absorbed in ladies. It is proved
that theertham is a very good blood purifier, as it is highly energized.

In addition, temples offer holy water (about three spoons).
This water is mainly a source of magneto therapy as they place the
copper water vessel at the garbhagriha. It also contains. Cardamom,
Clove, Saffron, etc to add taste and Tulsi (holy basil) leaves are put
into the water to increase its medicinal value ! The clove essence
protects one from tooth decay, the saffron & Tulsi leave essence
protects one from common cold and cough, cardamom and benzoine
known as pachha karpuram, acts as a mouth refreshing agents. This
way, one’s health too is protected, by regularly
visiting Temples !
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1.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

22.

23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

PERSONALITY :
Don’t compare your life to others’. You have no idea what their
journey is all about.
Don’t have negative thoughts of things you cannot control.
Instead invest your energy in the positive present moment.
Don’t overdo; keep your limits.
Don’t take yourself so seriously; no one else does
Don’t waste your precious energy on gossip
Dream more while you are awake
Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need..
Forget issues of the past. Don’t remind your partner of his/
her mistakes of the past. That will ruin your present happiness.
Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. Don'’t hate others.
Make peace with your past to it won’t spoil the present
No one is in charge of your happiness except you
Realize that life is a school and you are here to learn. Problems
are simply part of the curriculum that appear and fade away
like algebra class but the lessons you learn will last a lifetime.
Smile and laugh more
You don’t have to win every argument. Agree to disagree.
COMMUNITY :
Call your family often.
Each day give something good to others
Forgive everyone for everything
Spend time with people over the age of 70 & under the age of 6
Try to make at least three people smile each day.
What job will not take care of you when you are sick. Your
family and friends will. Stay in touch.
LIFE :
Put GOD first in anything and everything that you think, say
and do.
GOD heals everything
Do the right things.
However good or bad a situation is, it will change
No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up
The best is yet to come
Get rid of anything that isn’t useful, beautiful or joyful
When you awake alive in the morning, thank GOD for it
If you know GOD, you will always be happy. So, be happy.
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